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(57) Abstract 

An activated carbon effective in treating flue gas can be produced by 
heat-treating a starting activated carbon (such as activated carbon fibers made 
from polyacrylonitrile or pitch) in a non-oxidizing atmosphere. The preferable 
heat treatment temperature for producing an activated carbon for flue gas 
desulfiirization ranges from 600 to 1200 '*C, while that for producing one for 
flue gas denitrification ranges from 600 to 1000 *'C. The desulfurization using 
the activated carbon obtained by the heat treatment can lower the concentration 
of sulfur oxides in flue gas to 5 ppm or below. Further, the concentration of 
nitrogen oxides in flue gas can be lowered to 1 ppm or below by combining the 
denitrification using the above activated carbon with the conventional selective 
catalytic reduction. 
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